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Rav Avigdor Miller on Dealing With Your Mother-in-Law



QUESTION: How should I react to my mother-in-law who said about my chasunah gown, which I made myself, that it’s junky material? 

ANSWER: A man told me, a poor man, that he printed out wedding invitations. He told me that his son-in-law, his future son-in-law, remarked, "It’s not raised lettering. It's cheap. It’s not raised lettering; it’s just black ink." And this poor man, it hurt him very much. 


A nice son-in-law said it to his future father-in-law. The father-in-law called me on the telephone: "How should I react?" he asked me. 


You know how to react? By not reacting! It’s a glorious opportunity. We say it every day in shemonei esrei: ולמקללי - those who make light of me, נפשי תידום - let my soul be silent.  ונפשי כעפר לכל תהיה - let my soul be like dust to everybody.


You know what a glorious opportunity it is when somebody hurts you and you don't react? You swallow it down. Hakadosh Baruch Hu is going to give you such perfection of character. He'll give you happiness in this world. There's a great reward for people who keep their mouths shut.


The gemara says: תולה ארץ על בלימה - Hashem hangs the world on the man or woman who keeps their mouth close. Hashem hangs the world in the merit of the one who is בולם פיו בשעת מריבה, one who keeps his mouth shut at the time when there's a quarrel. He doesn't answer back.


It's good for your health too by the way. Many times you suddenly hear that this and this man passed away. Is that so? Was he sick? Wasn’t he healthy? No; people don’t that realize he died because of the fight with his wife. That's not in the obituary; it's not mentioned. In the fight with his wife he died. 


Most cases of excitement that causes strokes are caused by domestic fights. He said something and his wife couldn't take it. He had a fit and his wife couldn’t take it. I know a man who on purpose used to torment his wife. And she passed away. 


On her deathbed he came to her and asked her for forgiveness. She said she can't forgive him. And I don't blame her. He was a devil. A frum devil; an Orthodox devil. And there are women who have killed their husbands; not with a gun, not with weapons; but with her mouth. Of course when she comes to collect the insurance nothing is said about that. She's dressed in black, and she's weeping. She killed him; what’s she weeping about?! He didn't take out a big enough insurance for me! That’s why she’s weeping. 


The people who keep quiet are wise people. I mentioned it last week. A bank manager, even if he's insulted, he keeps quiet. But if you walk outside the manager’s office and see the janitor, he gets angry even if you look at him funny. That's why he's a janitor. You have to learn how to take it. 


And therefore, what should you say to your mother-in-law. Listen to me. Erase it - not only from your mouth, from your memory! And that's being smart! If you’re going to keep on thinking about it, it's chas v’shalom a sore; a sore on the lungs, a sore on the liver, a sore on the stomach. Chas v’shalom. 


And someday it could erupt suddenly and make a big tragedy, chas v’shalom. And therefore you are wise, not only spiritually wise, but even in gashmiyos - you are a wise and prudent person if you'll erase it entirely from your mind. TAPE # 555 (July 1985)

Reprinted from the September 2, 2018 email of Toras Avigdor.
The Importance of 

Helping Our Children 

Become Mentschen

By Daniel Keren
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(“Honorable Mentschen: A Torah-Based Guide to Derech Eretz and Social Skills” by Genendel Krohn and illustrated by Avigayil Cohen, 84 pages, Feldheim Publishers, 2016)


Derech Eretz or good character traits have always been an important aspect of Judaism. Indeed during the summer months from Pesach until Rosh Hashanah, many Jews have the custom to every Shabbos studies the classic Mishnaic work “Pirkei Avos” or the “Ethics of our Fathers.”


Unfortunately as the society around us has become more hedonistic or materialistically selfish, the influence of the non-Jewish world has affected many in our community, even in the religiously observant Orthodox circles.


Recently, I met Rabbi David Flagler who has for years been a rebbi in elementary schools and he requested that I in particular bring to the attention of readers of the Jewish Connection a very important book published two years by Feldheim Publishers to help both teachers and parents in the vital mission of making our young sons and daughters, grandchildren, or youngsters in our communities aware of the importance of emphasizing derech eretz.
Donating Copies to Schools


Rabbi Flagler thinks so highly of this book that he has raised money to buy copies of the book to donate to schools to give to their faculty. And after having just now reviewed this book written by Mrs. Genendel Krohn, daughter-in-law of the world renowned Maggid of America and Marbitz Torah – Rabbi Paysach Krohn, I have come to complete agree that this book is absolutely necessary for every Jewish teacher and also should be in homes of parents, grandparents and other concerned members of our community.


This is a book that either teachers, parents or other motivated adults should read as a guide book to help young children understand just how important and life enhancing the lessons are to Jewish youngsters who are the future of Klal Yisroel (the Jewish nation).
An Important Parental Responsibility


It used to be sufficient for children in past generations to absorb the lessons in the home from parents, other relatives or older siblings. But the Rapidly ever corrosive influences of the non-Torah world has made this insufficient. Today many parents struggle with both the mother and father working to make ends meet and to pay the huge tuition bills of the children. Often this results in their coming home exhausted and hoping the lessons of derech eretz can be taught effectively by the schools.


And while it is a major responsibility of our yeshivas and girls schools to significantly emphasize the need of our children to act with kindness and consideration to others (both classmates and older people), we must understand that if this daunting task is to be achieved successfully, it must be a joint effort by parents and family members in conjunction with teachers and administrators of our schools as well as the rabbis in our shuls.
Important Torah-based Guide to Derech Eretz


In reviewing Mrs. Krohn’s important Torah-based guide to derech eretz and social skills, I have to declare that the writer who is also an experienced educator has done an excellent job in creating a book that will not only make every reader more aware of serious situations that might otherwise have slipped our radar screen, but also highlighted just how serious it is to avoid seemingly common everyday occurrences that should simply not be acceptable in our community. And for this we all owe the author a great level of hakoras hatov (gratitude) which is also one of the points she brilliantly analyzes in “Honorable Mentschen.”
Excellent Artwork of the Illustrator


The book also owes much of its power in illuminating the reader with the importance of derech eretz to the excellent artwork of the illustrator Avigayil Cohen. Without her illustrations, many of the important concepts developed by Mrs. Krohn would lack the important ability to capture the hearts and minds of the children to whom we should be reading the book to.


Mrs. Krohn’s book is broken into two sections. The first section is titled “Being a Mentsch” and includes discussions of such topics as Embarrassing Moments, If You Hurt Someone by Mistake, Saying ‘Thank You’ or ‘No Thank You,” Responding to Compliments, Finding Something Nice to Say, Helpin Others, Sharing Somone’s Pain or Joy, Kiddush Kraziness, Covering Your Mouth when You Sneeze or Cough, Phone Etiquette, Showing Off, Pointing a Finger, Cutting the Line, Holding the Door Open, Greeting People, Being a Good Host or a Good Guest, and Keeping a Secret.
The Problem of Bullying and Ona’as Devorim


But interestingly enough and unfortunately, there is a need for a second Section that is titled Bullying and Ona’as Devorim (saying hurtful words). In this section the author and illustrator both highlight the need of Keeping Negative Comments to Yourself, Think before You Speak, Calling People Mean Names, Rolling Your Eyes and More, Silent Bully (Bystander) and perhaps most importantly role playing Real-Life Silent Cully Scenarios.


This last topic has only become a major concern in the Western World during the last decade or so. But the reality of letting young children bullying other classmates or neighbor kids has serious consequences. And the spiritual punishments that might occur many years later to a child is enough to make any parent or teacher want to nip this problem in the bud before permanent emotional and physical harm occurs.


Copies of “Honorable Mentschen” can be found in Jewish book stores or by contacting the publisher by clicking www.feldheim.com or calling (845) 356-2282.
Reprinted from the September 6, 2018 edition of the Jewish Connection.

Yaakov and the

Maariv Connection
By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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The Gemora in Berachos teaches us that Avraham instituted the Shacharis prayer, Yitzchak introduced Mincha, and Yaakov taught us Tefilas Maariv.


When exactly did Yaakov establish the Maariv prayer?  Rashi teaches us that it was when he left the Academy of Shem v’Eiver and arrived at the site of the Akedah – where he would see the famous vision of the ladder and the angels.  The posuk there says, “Vayifgah bamakom,” which literally means, “He met up with that place.”  But Rashi, elaborating on the term vayifgah, teaches us that pegia (from the root of the word), also means to entreat.  This teaches us that it was at this precise time that Yaakov established the Maariv prayer.


I thought it would be interesting to analyze if the Maariv prayer alludes in any way to the events that surrounded that night when Yaakov saw the vision of the ladder.  Upon consideration, I was very pleasantly surprised for there is not just one allusion, but multiple referrals to that remarkable night in Yaakov’s life.


The verse reads, “Vayifgah bamakom vayalen sham ki va hashemesh – That Yaakov met up with the place and lodged there – for the sun had set.”  Rashi elaborates that the sun set early – before its time – in order to indicate that Yaakov should stop there for the night.  How beautiful, therefore, is the realization that the opening words of Maariv are, “Asher bidvoro maariv aravim – That, through Hashem’s words, He causes the sun to set,” for on that particular evening Hashem commanded that the sun should set earlier than usual.


Let’s look at the next words.  “B’chachma posei’ach shaarim – With wisdom He opens up the gates.”  How interesting – that this can be taken as an allusion to the fact that Yaakov had said – when he woke from the dream of the ladder, “Zeh shaar hashomayim – This is the gate of Heaven,” for indeed he was witness to the opening of the Gate.


In the next blessing of Maariv, we state, “Ki heim chaiyeinu v’orech yomeinu – It (Torah) is our life and the length of our days,” which is an apt description of Yaakov – who was the embodiment of Torah study.  As we are taught, “V’Yaakov ish tam, yosheiv ohalim – Yaakov was the perfect man, who sat in the tents of Torah.”  The blessing continues, “U’vahem neh’ge yomam v’laila – And on them we meditate day and night.”  Once again, this is a bulls-eye for, as the verse says, “Vayishkav bamakom hahu – And he slept in that place.”  And, as Rashi reveals, finally that night did he sleep, but for the fourteen years he spent in the Yeshiva Shem v’Eiver, he didn’t sleep – for he was learning Torah.  Indeed, he was learning day and night!


The next blessing of Maariv is really uncanny for it ends off, “Ki fada Hashem es Yaakov, ug’alo miyad chazak mimenu – That Hashem redeemed Yaakov and saved him from one who was stronger than him.”  Now, the incident that preceded Yaakov’s entry into Shem v’Eiver was his being ambushed by Eliphaz.  Under the command of Eisav, he had come to murder Yaakov.  Being stronger, Eliphaz would have succeeded, but Yaakov convinced him that, “Oni choshuv k’meis – an impoverished person is considered like one who is dead,” and therefore persuaded him to take all of his possessions instead and spare his life.


Look how amazingly perfect this fits into the blessing we just mentioned, for the phrase, “Ki fada Hashem es Yaakov,” uses the word ‘pidyon’ which refers to monetary redemption – which is exactly what Yaakov did.  He redeemed his life by giving Eliphaz all of his wealth and was therefore saved from one who was stronger than him.


It is the next blessing that really takes the cake!  As we explained, Yaakov would sleep for the first time in fourteen years on the night that he instituted Maariv.  Now we know, if we haven’t slept for a couple of days, our sleep cycle is out of whack.  We might be over-tired and have trouble sleeping but imagine Yaakov who hadn’t slept in fourteen years.  Picture what that must have done to the rhythm of his body.  How beautiful therefore that he instituted the blessing, “Haskiveinu Hashem Elokeinu l’shalom,” stating that we should sleep peacefully.


We also know that Yaakov was scared of wild beasts – sleeping all alone and unprotected, so he surrounded his head with rocks for self-protection and he prayed for Divine surveillance.  And we know that Hashem made a miracle and the rocks merged into one – forming a covering over him to guard him.  Perfectly, this is followed by the phrase, “Uf’ros aleinu sukkas shlomecha – And spread over us a booth of peace.”  He then asks Hashem, as he is going to get married, to council him on which twin to marry (Rochel or Leah).  So he beseeches, “V’sakneinu b’eitzah tova milfonecha – And direct our improvement through Your good council.”


And the word ‘tov’ refers to a wife, as it says, “Lo tov heyos haAdam l’vado.  E’eseh lo eizer k’negdo – It is no good for a man to be alone.  I will make him a helpmate.”  Perhaps this is another reason why, when telling us that Yaakov established Maariv, it uses the term ‘v’yifgah’ since pegiah also means a meeting – for Yaakov was praying for a successful meeting with his bashert.


Even the name Maariv fits beautifully with this episode for it happened immediately after Yaakov left the Yeshiva of Eiver, since the word Maariv contains the word m’eiver, from Eiver.


In the merit of Yaakov Avinu and the awesome prayer of Maariv, may Hashem bless us all with good health, knowing that we are health, happiness and everything wonderful.

Reprinted from the November 16, 2015 website of Matzav.com
The Importance

Of Jewish Unity
From the Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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The Lubavitcher Rebbe, zt”;


The Torah portion of Nitzavim is always read the Shabbat before Rosh Hashana. "You are standing today, all of you, before the L-rd your G-d," it begins, and the theme of Jewish unity, as preparation for the New Year continues. "Today" refers to Rosh Hashana, and "standing" refers to the way the Jewish People approach the Day of Judgement, upright and secure that we will be judged favorably, for we stand as one and are unified in the mitzva of loving our fellow Jew.

It is this special unity which gives the Jewish people the strength to endure, and it is the vessel in which G-d's blessings are fulfilled. The Midrash likens this to a bundle of straw: each one, individually, is weak and can be easily broken, but once the straw is gathered into a bundle and bound together it is impossible to make it bend. So it is with the Jewish people. When we are bound together with each other, "the leaders of your tribes...till your water carriers," we stand powerful and secure in the face of our enemies.


The Jews are also powerfully united with G-d, as it says, "a portion of G-d is with him." But if such is the case, how is it possible for any bad to befall the Jews? This only occurs if the individual Jew himself causes a tiny rift in that bond with G-d and allows external factors to enter. It is this self-induced damage in the relationship between G-d and His people which brings about a lack of unity and makes the Jews vulnerable to harm. When peace and unity reign the Jews are impervious to attack.


Maintaining this unity also guards against these tiny cracks appearing in the individual's relationship with G-d. A person is not always able to perceive his own shortcomings because of his self-love. A true friend, however, can lovingly help his friend become aware of these shortcomings and encourage him to overcome his deficiencies.


This is one of the reasons Rabbi Dov Ber of Lubavitch encouraged his followers to acquire a friend for this specific purpose--to encourage and inspire each other. He explained that when two Jews unite to improve themselves and their relationship with G-d, their two G-dly souls are fighting only one Evil Inclination, and it is far easier to emerge victorious.


If this was true several generations ago during the lifetime of Rabbi Dov Ber, it is so much more applicable in our own times, when we have fallen that much lower spiritually. How much more important it is for us to maintain that unity, for we need all the help we can get to fight the negative influences in the modern world.


Unfortunately, tiny cracks in the Jews' bond with their Father are more likely to appear during times of relative affluence. The threat of persecution was not as harmful to our Jewishness as are the temptations of affluence and comfort. It is much easier to deteriorate spiritually in a prosperous climate than when the outside world threatens our very physical existence.


We must therefore not only maintain our adherence to the Torah but we must also strive to perform mitzvot with a special love and devotion. Doing mitzvot in this manner gives us the strength and determination to guard against anything which threatens our eternal bond with G-d, both from within and from without.

Reprinted from the Parshas Nitzavim 5752/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
Rabbi Berel Wein

On Parashat Nitzavim
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After centuries of enslavement in Egypt and decades of wandering in a trackless and forbidding desert, our teacher Moshe points out the obvious. Namely, that the Jewish people are still standing strong and resilient and about to embark on the great adventure of creating Jewish national sovereignty in the land of Israel. However, often in life the obvious is not so obvious and we are unable to see what actually lies so clearly before us.
The Greatest Puzzle and

Miracle in Human History


To my mind I would think that the greatest puzzle – even miracle – in human history is the survival of the Jewish people over these centuries of dispersion and persecution. When so many great and powerful nations have disappeared completely, even after ruling over vast amounts of territory and people for centuries, how is it that the Jewish people, not numerous and for the most of its history, powerless and stateless, has somehow been able to survive and even thrive?


And yet the fact of this survival is undeniable, obvious for all the world to see and witness. In fact, the world credits us with much greater numbers than we have, as well as with much greater power and influence over world events than we can ever exercise. In short, this comment of Moshe that headlines the Torah reading of the week, that you are all as a people somehow standing and existing, is the most extraordinary prophecy of his entire career. It marches down the corridors of history and its obvious truth should have a great impact upon our lives and thoughts.
A Feckless and Foolish Nation


Moshe will complain later that the Jewish people are a feckless and foolish nation. This complaint is based simply on the fact that there always was and is a tendency within the Jewish world to ignore the obvious. King Solomon said that the L-rd created us, that we should think and act in a straightforward manner but that we have always chosen to look for devious motives and overly clever behavior.


In our time, the Jewish people, both in Israel and in the Diaspora, have accomplished wonders in rebuilding the nation after the desolation of World War II. And we have done so rapidly and over a very short period of time. The existence of the Jewish state in the land of Israel has been a main catalyst for this remarkable resilience and resurgence.
A Spiritual Renewal


With this physical rebirth there has also arisen a spiritual renewal that exists among many sections of the Jewish world and is not restricted only to certain groups. The prophet long ago foresaw that there was to arise a spontaneous hunger for spirituality, Torah values and knowledge and the study of the laws and tradition of the eternity granted to us at Sinai.


That path was long ago stifled by circumstances and foreign ideas – even foreign gods – that infiltrated the Jewish world. However, in spite of the awful problems of assimilation and intermarriage, ignorance and delusional thinking that plague our generation, there is a feeling within us that somehow the great search for G-d and Torah continues within the Jewish people and will only increase in time to come.

Reprinted from this week’s website of Rabbi Wein. 

Rav Yitzchak of Drogobych

R' Yitzchak of Drogobych z"l was one of the leading followers of the Ba'al Shem Tov and helped disseminate the latter's teachings in the province of Galicia. Neither the year of R' Yitzchak's birth or death is known, but he lived from approx. 1700 to the sixth or seventh decade of that century. 

He was a descendant of R' Yitzchak Chayon, author of Apei Ravrevai, and many generations of his ancestors were respected rabbis. His mother Yente was known as the "prophetess." 

R' Yitzchak was an itinerant maggid / preacher who traveled throughout Galicia and Volhynia, and even visited Slutsk, Lithuania. He lived for a time in Brody, where he was supported by R' Yosef Ostra, a well-known philanthropist who maintained a shul and kollel at his own expense. 

Brody was the home of R' Yechezkel Landau (the "Noda B'Yehuda"), a fierce opponent of the Ba'al Shem Tov, and R' Yitzchak, too, was at first opposed to the budding chassidic movement. 

It is told that R' Yitzchak had the gift of falling asleep immediately upon retiring at night. Once, after making a derogatory remark about the Ba'al Shem Tov, he was unable to sleep, so he decided to travel to Mezhibozh to ask the chassidic leader's forgiveness. 

The Ba'al Shem Tov greeted him warmly, saying, "You have come a long way to ask forgiveness for having mocked me. I forgive you wholeheartedly." 

R' Yitzchak eventually became maggid and dayan / rabbinical judge of Horochow, Volhynia. He used to say that a preacher must consider three things: First, his goal should be to cause the spirit of the Torah to permeate every listener; second, he should direct himself to the entire community; and third, he should not speak unless he is confident of the truth of his words as if he heard them from the Almighty himself. 

He used to say, "When I am setting out to preach in different communities, the yetzer hara comes to me and says, `Yitzchak, you had better stay home and study Torah. Why do you want to exhaust your energy? Why do you want to neglect the study of Torah?' 

"I reply, `I am only going to preach in order to make money,' and the evil inclination then leaves me alone. However, the moment I begin to preach, I cast away all material considerations and concentrate on imbuing the audience with a love of Torah and fear of the Almighty."

R' Yitzchak used to say: "It is not right that people wait until Erev Yom Kippur to be reconciled. How can one bear a grudge against a Jew for an entire year? Reconciliation should take place every day."

R' Yitzchak's son was the chassidic rebbe R' Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov. 
Reprinted from the Parashat Nitzavim 5778 email of whY I Matter, parsha sheet of the Young Israel of Midwood in Brooklyn edited by Yedidye Hirtenfeld.

Thoughts that Count

For Parashat Nitzavim
And the L-rd your G-d will restore your captivity and have mercy upon you (Deut. 30:3)

Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai said: How beloved is the nation of Israel unto G-d, for the Divine Presence accompanies the Jewish people no matter where their exile leads them. G-d Himself will return together with His people when He leads them out of the exile with the coming of Moshiach. (Zohar)

To love the L-rd your G-d...and to cleave unto Him (Deut. 30:20)


Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, author of the Tanya, used to say in the midst of his devotion: "Master of the Universe! I do not want your Garden of Eden, nor am I interested in the World to Come. I desire only You alone!"

If any of you are dispersed at the outermost parts of heaven, from there will the    L-rd your G-d gather you (Deut. 30:4)


No matter how far a Jew may be from Torah and Judaism, G-d promises to gather him back into the fold of the Jewish people when Moshiach comes. When a Jew is spiritually brought back from "the outermost parts of heaven," it hastens Moshiach's coming and brings the Redemption closer. (Lubavitcher Rebbe, shlita)

See, I have set before you this day life and good, death and evil (Deut. 30:15)


One should not perform good deeds in order to live; one should live in order to perform good deeds. (Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotzk)
Reprinted from the Parshas Nitzavim 5752/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
Rabbi Eli Mansour on

Parshas Nitzavim
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In  Parashat  Nitzavim,  Perek  29,  pasuk  18,  the  pasuk  writes  that  there will  come  a  time  when  a  Jew  is  going  to  bless  himself  and  say  that peace will  be  with  him,  even  though  he walks  as  his  heart  sees  fit. G-d  will not  forgive  such  a  man  who  comes  along  and  says  that  everything  will  be OK,  and  that  he  will  be  saved  from  the  wrath  of  G-d  and  all  his  curses, and  that  he  will  be  fine,  for  he  went  along  according  to  his  heart. What exactly  does  it  mean  about  this  man  when  it  says,  that  he walks  with  his heart? 

Rav  Tzvi  Pesach  Frank  explains  that  this  might  be  referring  to  a  Jew who  is  negligent  in  fulfilling  the  Miztvot,  who  simply  relies  on  his  good heart  and  his  good  intentions.  Such  a  man  says  that  the  main  thing  you  do is  Chessed  to  people,  to  say  good  morning  to  people,  to  be  courteous  and to  be  a  nice  guy. 


Such  a  person  says  that  all  the  other  Miztvot  and  all  those  other precepts  are  technicalities,  and  are  not  really  important.  He  says  he  will  be OK,  because  he goes  according  to  his  heart. Modern  terminology  calls  this  Jew,  a  ‘Cardiac  Jew’,  which  means  he  is  a  Jew  by  heart  but  not  by action. 

The  Torah  says  such  a  Jew  will  not  be  spared  from  the  wrath  of     G-d. It’s  not  enough  to  be  a  Jew  at  heart. One  must  be  a  Jew  in  action. The  613  Mitzvot  were  not  suggestions.  They  were  not  ideas  or  optional. 
They  were  laws  that  were  given  to  all  Jews  for  all  time. Having  a good  heart  is  important,  but  that  is  only  one  organ  in  the  body.  If  a person just  has  a  heart,  and  all  the  other  limbs  are  failing,  then  we  would not  say  that  this  person  is  really  alive. The  Pasuk  is  saying  that  Hashem will  not  accept  someone  who  will  only  follow  the  way  of  his  heart.

Let’s  explain  this  Pasuk  it  in  a  different  light  from  the  Chafetz Chayim.  He  said  that  there  are  many  factions  of  Judaism  in  modern  times that  have  created  new  philosophies  that  veered  off  the  traditional  approach of  explaining  and  understanding  Torah. 

These  new  approaches  are  based  on  passion  and  desire. Those  who subscribe  or  make  these  new  philosophies  hide  their  intent.  They  make  it as if  that  they  have  a  different  approach. They  have  a  different understanding. Meanwhile  they  want  to  make  these  new  approaches  in  order to  be  lenient  on  different  values  and  different  morals.


The  Chafetz  Chayim  says  that  these  people  come  with  guise  that they are  not  making  sins,  but  this  is  the  way  their  heart  understands.  This is the  way  they  comprehend  it. This  means  they  give  new  interpretations, that  this  is  the  way  they  see  it.  But  the  Pasuk  says,  that  G-d  is  not  going to  forgive  them  for  their  sinister  attempt  to  try  to  guise  new  ideas  and philosophies  because  they  are  veering  from  the  traditional  approach  of Torah.

Whatever  explanation  we  say,  whether  it  is  from  Rav  Tzvi  Pesach Frank  or  whether  it  is  from  the  Chafetz  Chayim,  whether  it’s  the  fact  it  is not  enough  to  be  Jew  at  heart,  or  whether  it’s  the  fact  that  one  shouldn’t interpret  the  Torah  according  to  his  heart,  both  are  unacceptable  in  the eyes of  G-d.
Reprinted from this week’s website of The Edmond J. Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn.
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